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THE FORMER EDITION. 

Tbink nongbt a tri1e, though jt small _appear; 
8mall S[l.ods the mountain, mo~ents make the year, 
And trifles life. - YooNG. 

This catalogue 1s offered to the Pt1blic as a 
mere a] pbabetical list of the fish to be found fo the 
waters immediately surrounding Malta and Gozo. I 
have, however, thought it ~~orth the while to publish 
it. for the ~information of those who would like to 
know what fish is to he hnd here, and when it is 
procurnblo and most palatable. · 

An interesting sketch of the fish inlrnbiting the 
Maltese wai:ers, is given by the Rev. Mr-. Seddall, in 
hi~ History of our Island (1) ; and there a1so exists a 
c:Catalogue of the different kinds of fish of Malta and 
Gnzo,'' pubiisbed in 1838, by Mr. Gaetano Trapani, 
who was, nt the tir:ne, J?irst Clerk in the Office of the 
Magistrate for the Markets (2); but those who wish 
to consult a scient'ific treatise on the subject should 
refer to the elaborate work of my lc::nu eel friend Prc>­
fossor Ga vino GuJia (3). 

CRISPO-BARBARO-ST.· GEORGE. 

Villa Barbaro, r:rarxien, 3 S,: pt. 1885. 

(1) Malta: Past and Present, by the llcv. Ilen ry Scddnll,B,A ., 
. . '11 .C.D., Vicar of Dnnany, lately Olrnplniu of the Mj!i~ary Sa-
, natorinm at l\tfo!1-a. Lo11don; Chapman nnrJ H: ill, 1870. 
~ (2) A Catalogue of the dijfei-ent lcinds of fish of MaJta and 

Goza, 1.Dith their Jrf_altcse, Lat-in, English; and .French names, (J_S 

.- 1.cell as their Season. J\1a,lt:i: 183,'3. 
(3) Tentamen Icthyologi cY3 .JleWensis, anct01·c Gnv. G n l ia . 

.Mclitoo: 18GJ. I in 8vo. 

... . ., 



TBE 

FISHES OF MALTA 

.Acciola (1). Ombrioa-Lopes. White Tunny. Summer. 
Alonga. Tonno alilnnghe. Long finned Tunny. Summer. 
A,,·inga. Aringa. Herring. Summer. Very rare . 
. Asznella. Zerro. Streaked Sparus. Spring. 
Aurata. Ora.ta. Giltbead. Perennial. 
Baghal. Tordo rosso. Red Wrasse. Winter. 
Bald~aliau tal hama. P ostenula. \ i iting. March to June. 
Ballottra. Pecorella. . Five-bearded l~ ckliog. Perennial. ' 
Ballottra tar-ramel. Galera. Bearded Ophidium. Perennial. 
B arbun. Rombo c_omune. Dab. September. 
Barbun 1·a;•. Fagiano di mare. Turbot (2). Very rare. 
Bazi}ga. Fravolino. Bogoraveo. September,-rare •. 
B ekkaccia. Soffietto lungo. Bellows-fish. Rare. 
Bies (3). · Pesce rondine. Flying Gurnard. Perennia1,-rare. 
Bobin. Maggiore labbrone- Thick-lipped grey mullet. Perennial 
Boll (4). Pa.stinaca. Sting Ray. Summer. 
Boa;box (5). Tordo. Wrasse. Summer. 

(1) When young, this fish is called Cerviola. 
(2) WILLUGHBY, p. 9,, F. j, 

(3) or Falkun. 
(4) This fish, when youn1, is known by the name of Sore. 
(5) or Buxih. 
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T HE Frs1rns -OF MAL'rA. 
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G alletto: G:a.'ttoruginous Blenny (6). P erennial. 

Budakkra. tal ghain . Blennio Pesce-cane. Butterfly-fish. Peren nial. 
Buras: see Mulett. 
B1lri. Musi no. Grey mullet, var. P erennial, 

- Burq_aro. Boccaccio. Lea r ned rock-fish . Perennial. 
Burqew;-Hanzir: see Ha.nzi1'-Bit,rqa:x. 
B iwahhal. Succiapietre. Sucking-~sh. Perennial. 
Bi1,x1,h: see Boxbom. 
Busaq. Ciprin nlo. Globe-fish . Ve17 rare. 
B nzellieka. B u:ffetto mari~o. Mu1granoc. Perennial. 

Oastardella : see .Usella pastarda. 
Cerna (7). Ombrina Cerna. Rock-Cod. Perennial. 

Cerviola. : see Acciola. 
Oiaula (8). Castagnola . Marroo n. Summer. 
Cip pullazza (9) . Scoifano. Sen.-scorpion. Winte1·. 
Cippullazza tal fond (10). Scorfano da fondo. Sea-sco rpion , var. · 

Debba. 'rordo. Wrasse. Summer. 
Dentici. D entale. Four-toothed sparus. Perennial. 
Datt abiad. D otto bianco. P erch • . Perennial. 
Dott isued. Dotto d i fo ndo. P e rch; var. Perennial. 
Falkun: see B ies . 
Fanfru. F anfono, P ilot -fil:)h (I 1) . Autumn. 
Fiamma: see Pixxi Fiamm a. 

' Gabcloll. P esce Lamia. White Sherk. Rare. 
Gallina (1 2). Capone P anaricolo . Gurnal'd, Winter. 

Winter. 

Gat tm·ell (13) . Ga ttuccio. Small-spot ted dog-fish (14). Winter. 
Gattarell. Gat.tuccio boccanera. Black mouthed dog.fish (15). 

(6) MoNTAGU, :Mero. W ern. Soc. vol. IT. p. 447 . 
(7) Makes delicious soup. 
(8) Favourite food of the fe line race · 
(9) Nutritious . 
(10) -or Cippullazza ta ghaina. 
(H) Coucn, M. S. 
(t!) or Tigiega. 
( 13) or Qattus. 
(14) YARRELL, Brit . Fish. vol. II. p. 367 . 
(1 5) )I J ' ll II 375 

Winter. 



Gattarell tal'-rokkal (1 6). Gattopardo. Large-spotlied dog-fish 

(17). Winter'" 
Ghadma: see Pampfrr. 

Gha.1·ab. rrordo. Black Wrasse. P erennial. 

Gharusa. Zignrella. Rainbow Wrasse. Pereunial. 

Gharusa arm la. Zigurella d i Giofrc.,d i. W rasse. Perennial. 
Gh fritiela: see Xilpa ,, 

Gremxula, ta, l vahar. Ago marina . Deep-n osed P i'pe- fish. Peren­

nial . 
Gr-ingu ab·iad (1 8). Gron g o di rena. Conger. W iqter. 

G1_--ingu isued (19). Grongo di scoglio . Oou gel', var. Winter. 
Gurbell. Corvello. Ro ugh-tailed st ick1ob,i.ck. Perennial. . 
Giurdien il bahar. Pesce- porco. Sea-snipe. Perennial. 
H. addiela . Torpedine. Electric Ray. W inter. 
H arniema. Pesce aq uila. Eagle ray . W inter. 
Hanzir-Burqax (20). Saccbetto. Rock-fish. P e1•ennial. 

Hanzir il uahar. Cerna di scoglio. rrhomy percb. Perennial. 
Hauuad. Manfrone, Red toothed sea B 1·ea n1. Pet·eunial. 

Ihnar. Capolepre. Pilo t- fish , var. Autnmo. 
K ahlia. Occhiata. Black Tai l. Novem bet· to May. 

Kaplat. Oapolato . Grey Mull et. P e re1mi;iJ. 
· Kavall . M~ccarelb. Common Mackerel (2 1). Summ,.➔ 1·,-rare . 

Kelb il ba.har. Pcsco-c·ane azz11rro. Blue shade Perenni;i.l. 

Kuurit. 'Ionnessa. Ton na. Sum mer. 

Kurr,,zza. Pesce martello. Babnce-fosh. Per en o i 11 I. 
Kiirunella. Occhione. Atheriue. W in te r. 
hacri. Laccia. Shad . Summer. 

Lampuka ta ghedcluma tamt~ li} Pesce-cappone . Corypbene. 
Lampulca ta ghedcluma lixx August to Decern be1·. 
Lhudi (22). Tordo ebra ico. J ew Wrasse. Pereu nial. 
L inguata. Sogliola. Sole. Perennial. 

L ·ipp . T inca mnri na. Bastard Sole. Wi uter. 

( 16) or Qattus ta roklcal. 
(1.7) Y An RELL, Brit. Fish. vol. II. p. 373. 
(t8) or Gringu tat port. 
(19) or Gt·ingu ta barra. 
(20) or Burqax -Hanzir. 
(21) PENNAu, Brit. Zool. vol. III. 
('H) or Mcrkant. 



THE FISHES OF MALTA 

Litz. Luccio marino. Garpike. Summer. 
MaJcku. Bianchetta. Wbi tebait. Winter. 
'Afarlots. Marluzzo. Common Hake. Spring. 

' _ Marlotz imperial •. Merluzzo imperiale. Hake, var. Very rare .. 
Martspa~i. Pesce scaro. Bcarus. Summer, 
Matsola ta bla reeuka. Palombo canesca, Tope. 'Winter . 

. Matsola tax-xeuka, Spinarola _canesca. Picked dog-fish. 
Mo.tsiin. Ghiozzo. Goby. Winter. 

_ Matsun tad-demm. M zzone. Red Goby. \V'inter. 
Matsiin tal hagra. Brocciolo. Black Goby (23), Winter. 

Matsun zbfr1·. Paganello. Paganel Goby. Winter. 
1Wm:kant: se~ Lhudi. 
Mingus. · Marmorozza. Striped sparns. Summer. 
Minnula: see Paiza,n. 
Mirla. Tordo merlo. Wrasse._ Summer. 
Moghza . Muso lungo. Sharp sno.uted sparus. Summer, 
Mola: see Pix:d Luna . 
.1.Woxt: see P fa:xi San Pietm. 

Nsella. kguglia. Needle-fish. November to May. 
Msella imperiala. Aguglia imperiale. Great needle-fish, Nov· 

to May. • 
Msella pastarda, Aguglia-cristarella. Saury pike. Nov. to May. 
l.Iulett (24). Cefalo, Grey Mullet, var. Perennial. , 
ntfulett tac-ciarruta safm. Cefaio della Garza d'oro. Grey mullet, 

~, var. P~rennial, 
1lfolett ta l'imaia,rrat. Acucotto._ Grey mullet, var. Perennial. 
Munqnra. Zerro. l')mare. Summer. 
Munqara pa sta1·da. Mendola• Smare-. Summer, 
!vfurina. IvI urena. Murrena (25). Autumn. 
Murfin a.hda1·. Tordo verde. Green wrasse. Snmmer. 
l.!urlin, imniklret. Tordo a tacchie gialle, Yellow spotted wrasse. 

Mu1·runa. Capopiatto. Grey shark. Rare. 
Nciova.. Alice. Anchovy. October. 

Summer, 

Nr;1nusa. Alice minuta. Small anchovy. October. 
Pa,gell. Fravolino. Spanish bream. Septemb~r to May. 
Pag,·tt, Dentice prajo. Braize, Perennial. 
Ptlizan (26). Mendola. Cockrell. J anuary to May. 

t23) PENNANT, Brit. Zoo!. vol. III. p. <t88, pl. U. 
(H) or Burds. 
(2a) Is ot e1quisite Oavour. 
(i6) or Minnt4la. 



Palamit: see Plamtu. 
Pampier (27). Organo. Piper. Perennial. 
Parpaniol. Labro. Mixed wrasse. Winter. 
Pefricia. Martino pescatore, Sea-devil (28). Perennial. 
Pitsintun. Presentone. Spanish mackerel. Autumn. 
Pircxi Ffomma, Fiammet ba, Red band:fish. Spring,-rare. 
P ixxi Gatt. Ba.vosa. Clouded b)enny. Pernnnial. 
P.imxi Kurriuta . Folcora .... en.-rocket. ~epternber to May. 
Pixx~ Luna (29). Pesce Luna. Short sun-fish. Very rare. 
Pfo,xi Rosa. Canario. Holy-basse. Rare. 
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Pia:xi San P ietru (30). Pesce San Pietro. John Dory. Peren .. 
nial,-rare. 

P ,frixi Spad. Pesce Spada. Swordfish. Aug. to Dec. ~ 

. Pfrcxi Tniun. Re~ Common Remora. Rare. 
P ix.c-i Trumbefta. Tamburo. Boar-fish. Rare. 
p~·xxi Tunnu. Pesce Tondo. Great Shark. Rare. 
P ia;xi Xablri (31 ), Pesce Sciabola. Scabbard-£.1:1h. Sp1·ing. 
Pla,rnt1,1, (32). Palamito. Bonito, Autumn. 
Qalfat. Lainpreda di mare. Lamprey. Rare. 
Qamar. see Pixxi Lune1i . 
Qatfos : see Gattarell. ' 
Qatt{s ta1·-rokkal : see .Ga-Uarell ta1•.,rolckal. .-

-Ra}a Uxxa. Barracola. Homelyn Ray, • Perennial. 
Ra}a tal foso,q, Arzilla pietrosa. Thornbac .,. . ·winter. 
Ra}a fat-ramel. Raja di r eoa, Sand R.ay. Winter. 
Rebecchin (33). A.rzilla monaca. Sharp- nosed Ray. Winter. 
Rondinella (34). Pesce volante. Flying-foih. Nov, to May. 
Rusetta. Pesce Pettine. Razorback. September. 
Salamun. 

Salli1ra. 
Sm·aga. 

'£rota. Salmon. Very ra re . 
.Anguilla. Oommon Eel. Winter. 
Salacca. Pilchard. Perennial. 

(27) or Ghadma. 
(~8) FLEMI?!G, Brit. An. p. 214, sp. t47. 
(29) or Mola, or Qamar. 
(30) or Moxt. 
{31) or Xabla. 
(ai) or Palamit. 
(33) or Violin· 
(a4) or Roodun. 



OF MALTA 

Sardina. Sardella. Sardine. Summer. 
Sargu,. Sarico rigato. Egyptian Sargus, Perennial, 
Sau,rella. Soretto. Horse-Mackerel (35). Summer. 
Saurella imp(n·iala. Sfodaro imperiale. Imperial Mackerel. 

Summer, 

Saut. 
Serra. 

Pesce rngno. Sole➔, var. '\Vinter,-very rare. 

Seriola. Seriole. . Rare. 
Serran, Sciarrano. Sm0ot,h Serranus. Peren r.ial. 
Serp il bahar. Grongo ba1earico. Conger, var. Rare-► 
Sgamirru. Sgomero. Bastard Mackerel. May. 
Sia. Pesce Sega. Mackerel, var. Rare .. 
Skalm, Luce1·tola. Sea Lizard. Perennial. 
Slco'rfna. Scrofanello. , Fatber-hsber. Pcreun ial. 

Sore : See Boll. 
Sparlu. • Sparletto. -, Spar us, var. Perennial. 
Spnotta. Spigola. Basse. Septem be1~. 
Stillira. Ombrina-stella. .Cross-spine. Autumn . 
Sturiun. Storioue. Sturgeon. Very Rare. • 
Sultan ic-ciaul. Re di Trigtie. Beardles.: Mullet. 
Tannuta. Scorzone. Blaek Bream. Summer. 
T~rtcirella : see Xilpa, 
Tigiega : see Gallina. 
Tirda tal lok. rrordo comune. Common VVrasse. Summei~. 
Tirda tal passa. Torc1o Pavone. Peacock vV casse. Summer, 
Tirda tal uarda. Tordo Occhiato. R ose Wra~se. Snmmer. 

Tirda tad-trixx. Tordo Olivaceo. Green Wrasse. Summer. 
Tirda tax-xahrna. Tordo fosco. Brnwn W rnsse. Summer. 
Tombrell. Tombarel!o. Bastard Mac:kerel. May. 
Tonn. Tonno. Tunny. Summer. 
Tracna. Tracina. Weeve1·-fi sh. ~Tiuter. 
Trilia hamra. 'rriglia rossa.. Red Mnllet, Nov. to Feb. 
'l.1rilia talfaxx'i sofor, 'l'riglia. a striscie giallo.· Yellow striped. 

mnllet. Nov. to Feb. 
Uizgha tol bahar. Stringa.. Dragom·t, var. Pereonial,-very rare. 
Violin : see Rebekkin. 

Brit. Fish. pl. 3. 



Vopa. Boga, Boops. Perennial. 
Xabla: see Pixxi Xabla. 
Xilpa (36). Sarpa. Salp. Summe1·. 

Xirghien. Sargone. Jew Sargus. Perennial. 
Xkatlu. Squadrolino. Skate. · Perennia l. 
Xorraja, Mendola, var. Cockrell, var. Summer. 
Zbirr: see Mctlsun zbirr . 
.Ziemel. Oavallaccio. Short-nosed mppocampus t37). Perennial. 
Zombrell. Capone ubriaco. Red Gurnard. erennial. 
Zondu. Pesce Prete. Star-gazer. Pe1·ennial. 

(36) 'This fish. when very young, is called Tartarella ; wlien older, Ghiruiela 
·or Xilpa tal halib; ·and when full grown, Xilpa. 

(.£7) or Sea-horse. - J1rnYN1 Man. Brit. Vert. p. 489, sp. 1.77. 


